Retinoblastomas in Ibadan: treatment and prognosis.
This study reviews the influence of different clinicopathological features of retinoblastoma on outcome and prognosis in 44 Nigerian patients. Twenty-five of the patients had a fatal outcome. These patients were younger and more frequently had bilateral retinoblastomas, orbital tumour recurrence and tumour metastases, compared to patients who had disease free survival. Postoperative tumour recurrence occurred in eleven patients and was commoner in patient who had tumour metastases. Tumour metastases occurred in eighteen of the patients. Though there has been an improvement in the prognosis of retinoblastoma at Ibadan with the advent of radiotherapy, the outlook for children with this neoplasm in this environment is still bleak in comparison with what obtains in developed countries.